
Christmas Carolling List 

The A pair is about trouble and peace, the B pair about Christ’s 

kingship, the C part about the goodness of God’s love. Each part is 

essential to knowledge of the gospel. And I swear the chia�ic �ructure 

was subconscious at fir�. 

Prophecy: Haggai 2.6–7; Malachi 3.1–3; Matthew 1.23 

A. Kyrie eleison: we long for a Saviour 

‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’ 

Groaning in want and hunger. 

Psalm: Psalm 46.1–11; Gospel: Luke 2.1–7 

B. Sanctus & Benedictus: salvation breaks into our brokenness 

‘Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence’ 

Awe, reverence and my�ery. 

Gospel: Luke 2.8–14 

C. Gloria in excelsis Deo: the gospel is proclaimed 

‘Hark, the Herald Angels Sing’ 

Blessed tidings. 

Prophecy: Zechariah 9.9–10; Gospel: Luke 1.46–55 

B'. Magnificat: Rejoice greatly 

‘Joy to the World’ 

Exuberance. 

Gospel: Luke 2.25–32; Epistle: I John 4.9 

A'. Nunc dimittis: Go in peace 

‘Silent Night, Holy Night’ 

Subdued wonderment. 



A. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 

Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 

From depths of hell Thy people save, 

And give them victory over the grave. 

refrain 



B. Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 

And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded, 

For with blessing in His hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, 

Our full homage to demand. 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 

Spreads its vanguard on the way, 

As the Light of light descendeth 

From the realms of endless day, 

That the powers of hell may vanish 

As the darkness clears away.



C. Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

‘Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!’ 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’angelic host proclaim, 

‘Christ is born in Bethlehem!’ 

refrain 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

‘Glory to the newborn King!’ 

Hail the heav’nly Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die. 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

refrain 

Come, Desire of nations, come, 

Fix in us Thy humble home; 

Rise, the woman’s conqu’ring Seed, 

Bruise in us the serpent’s head. 

Now display Thy saving power, 

Ruined nature now restore; 

Now in mystic union join 

Thine to ours, and ours to Thine. 

refrain



B'. Joy to the World 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 



A'. Silent Night, Holy Night 

Silent night, holy night, 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and Child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night, 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ the Saviour is born, 

Christ the Saviour is born! 


